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On Sunday June 14th we held our annual general meeting, 
which was the end to a very successful year. Things have 
been moving at a steady pace and we have been able to start 

or accomplish many things. First, I would like to thank the members 
of the Association’s Board of Directors and Executive Council for all 
of their hard work and dedication this year, working together we are 
achieving much and striving for more. 
 As you may have noticed we have a fresh and vivid new 
logo! The new design pays homage to the original logo by keeping 
the same colour pallet and the two figures embracing. Using this 
logo as a starting point we are working on our “brand” and will be 
updating all of our printed materials as well as our website. The new 
website is in development and I know that you must be as excited as I 
am to see the changes! 
 Sunday, June 7th was national walk day for CAWS and 
we held five walks across Canada in Abbotsford, Edmonton, 
Winnipeg, Toronto and Ottawa. Thank you to the wonderful women 
who volunteered and hosted these events, every event helps raise 
awareness! We had many people request a walk in their local 
community and unfortunately, because we are a volunteer run 
organization we cannot touch every community throughout Canada. 
I urge you to think about hosting your own walk in your community, 
it’s not as hard as you think and you would have the full support of 
the CAWS Board of Directors. This year we were able to raise well 
over $14,000.00 for the 2017 National Convention and $15,000.00 
for the 2017 research event! I cannot thank those that participated and 
donated enough, we are nothing without our grass roots members. 
 With every new AGM we see a change in our volunteers. 
Bailey Walsh has been elected as our new Fundraising Chair and 
is already working on merchandise ideas and new fundraising 
initiatives.  Nathalie Berube was elected the provincial representative 
for Saskatchewan. Nathalie replaces Kelly Fraser who has 
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CAWS Mission
 Founded in 1984, CAWS exists to provide support and assistance to families with a child affected by   
 Williams syndrome and is a network and family for adults with Williams syndrome.

represented Saskatchewan for the 
last number of years. I would like 
to thank Kelly for her years of 
service to CAWS and the members 
of Saskatchewan. She has been a 
valuable resource as the first point of 
contact for families and individuals 
living with Williams syndrome in her 
province.  
 I am excited to announce 
that we have developed a new self 
advocate position for the Executive 
Council of the Association. This 
position will be held by an adult 
member that has the diagnosis of 
Williams syndrome. The person that 
fills this position must be over the 
age of 18 and will become a member 
of the Executive Council, will vote 
on issues of the Association and will 
be required to attend (via online or 
phone conferencing) Association 
Meetings (minimum four per year). 
If you have Williams syndrome and 
are interested in the position, or if you 
know someone who may be, please 
contact either myself or Coralee 
Crowe. 
 Behind the scenes we have 
accomplished some rather bland 
but important tasks. We are now 
operating with a newly updated 
set of bylaws, which are replacing 
the original bylaws created over 
twenty years ago. We have also 
created a policy manual, a living and 
working document used to assist 
our volunteers. Most importantly 
perhaps is the securing of Association 
insurance. As we become a more 
active and public charity it is 
imperative that we protect volunteers, 
members and event participants. 
 CAWS has also partnered 
with CanadaHelps.org as a way to 
accept online charitable donations. 
We were able to use this to collect 
donations for the various walks 

that were held nationally and it is 
a fantastic resource! We are going 
to continue to partner with Canada 
Helps, leaving our donation page 
open. Donating online is easy 
and I encourage you to share our 
information with family and friends. 
You are even able to set up your own 
donation page and have the funds 
given to CAWS. When donating, 
simply go to CanadaHelps.org and 
using the keyword search type in 
Williams syndrome, it will take you 
to our listing. Don’t be confused 
by the Vancouver BC under our 
name which is merely our corporate 
address. Interested parties are even 
able to set up a monthly donation. 
 I urge anyone that is reading 
this newsletter to contact our 
membership chairperson, Mike. As 
we move forward it is our goal to be 
in contact with all of our members 
and keep all members informed on 
the happenings of the association. 
When contacting Mike, email would 
be best however you are welcome to 
call him as well. We are hoping to 
have current contact information for 
every family, this includes the names 
of those in the household (specifically 
the parents / caregivers and person 
with the diagnosis of WS), mailing 
address, telephone number and email 
address(s). Even if you receive this 
newsletter by mail or receive emails 
from the association we would love 
to hear from you, just to ensure that 
we have your correct information. I 
ensure you that any information that 
you provide is kept private and secure 
and is not given or sold to any outside 
party. 
 You will find the minutes of 
the AGM in this newsletter.  If you 
would like a copy of our financial 
records of the Association, or a copy 
of the Bylaws or Policy Manual,  

please contact Gloria, our association 
secretary. 
 On a personal note, I would 
like to say thank you for all of the 
support that many of you have shown 
me my first year as President. I can 
compare my job to that of someone 
climbing Mount Everest, it is a 
daunting task that is perhaps one of 
my most challenging. The mountain 
represents everything that we want to 
accomplish. This year we have made 
it to the first base camp, the most 
unglamorous part of the trip, covering 
many miles and gaining our footing, 
learning how to exist in the ever 
changing environment.  I however 
am blessed to not be climbing alone, 
I have a group of fellow climbers and 
Sherpa’s with me every step of the 
way. This next year, as we trek to a 
higher level and another base camp 
we will weather the storms of change 
and grow as a group along the way. 
I am excited for what is to come and 
even more excited to share it with 
you. 

Misty Kuefler
President
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A S S O C I A T I O N    C O N T A C T S

PRESIDENT
Misty Kuefler
10733 St. Gabriel School Road
Edmonton, AB  T6A 3S7
Home: 780-466-5109
Cell: 780-686-5109
MKuefler@vsm.ab.ca

VICE PRESIDENT
Cora Lee Crowe
27 Regis Drive
Winnipeg, MB
R2N 1J9
(204)479-7734
dcrowe@mymts.net

PAST PRESIDENT
Orvella Small
Box 5025
High River, AB  T1V1M3
(403)649-5604
omsmalls@telus.net

TREASURER 
David Olson
248B East 21st Street
North Vancouver, BC
V7L 3B6
(604) 990-7718
davidnchristina@telus.net

SECRETARY/EDITOR
Gloria Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place
Prince Albert, SK. S6X 1A8
(306) 922-3230
(306) 922-3457 (fax)
mahussier.m@sasktel.net

MEMBERSHIP
Mike Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place
Prince Albert, SK.  S6X 1A8

MUSIC CAMP 
COORDINATOR
Rick Chmilar
160 Watson Court
Garson, ON P3L 1K8
705 693-5003
chmilar68@yahoo.ca

YOUTH CORRESPONDENT
Volunteer required

FUND DEVELOPMENT
Bailey Walsh
baileywalsh39@yahoo.ca

7q11.23 DUPLICATION
Jane Shendarek
jshenkarek@icloud.com

Alberta 
Nicole Dessureault
Sherwood Park, AB
(780) 720-0446
chanical@gmail.com

Kari Moxham 
315 Cowan Cres
Sherwood Park AB T8H 0E4
780-297-2968 cell
kmoxham@gmail.com

British Columbia 
Cindy Sanford
Box 26206
Richmond, BC  
V6Y 3V3
604 564 7779
cawsbc@yahoo.com

Manitoba
Coralee Crowe
27 Regis Drive
Winnipeg MB R2N 1J9
(204)479-7734
dcrowe@mymts.net

Nunavut/N.W.T.
Volunteer required 

Nova Scotia 
Volunteer required

New Brunswick
Blaise and Michelle Dobbin
28 West Ave
Sackville, New Brunswick
E4L 4P1
(506)536-0821 - home
(506)540-0821 - cell
dobbinwm@gmail.com

Newfoundland 
Volunteer required

Ontario 
Melanie Coté
mjcote@mac.com

Quebec 
Voluteer required

Saskatchewan 
Nathalie Bérubé
331 Brooklyn crescent
Warman, SK
S0K 0A1
(306) 382-5764
nathberube@yahoo.com

Visit our website
www.Canadian Association for Williams Syndrome

Registered office:  P.O. Box 2115, Vancouver, BC  V6B 3T5
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Canada Joined CAWS
for

National Walk Day

KEEP
CALM

BECAUSE

I WALKED
FOR THE

CAWS
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Manitoba

 Gilbert Chesterton once wrote,  “and when it rains on your parade, look up rather than down. Without the rain, 
there would be no rainbow”.  Well, rain on our parade it did but despite the torrential downpour, over 100 participants 
chose to look up.  
 This year’s third annual Walk for the CAWS event saw participation and fundraising dollars increase.  A very 
special thanks to all that participated, volunteered and assisted in supporting the event.  See you next year on Sunday, June 
5th at St. Vital Park.    
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Alberta

 On Sunday, June 7th, families and friends gathered at Gold Bar Park, Edmonton for the 4th Annual Walk 
for the CAWS. We had approximately 150 people (13 WS families) from AB, SK and BC join us. The weather 
was beautiful! We proceeded with our walk and returned for our hotdog BBQ.  The Dilly Bars donated by Bryan 
Tower from the Wye Garden Dairy Queen were a huge hit. Jodi Howard came with her guitar and instruments to 
entertain us. We were able to raise over $10, 000 in pledges!
 We’d like thank some of our sponsors for helping make our day a success:
Rohit Pancholi from Fountain Tire Sherwood Park, Jason Doucet and Chocolate Blue Hair Salon, Original Joes, 
State and Main, Canadian Brewhouse, Bulk Barn, ChaAddies Hair Accessories, Everything Wine, Vegan Hemp 
Balm, Superstore, Sobey’s, Galaxy Cinemas, Wallish Greenhouse, Salisbury Greenhouse, Greenland Garden 
Centre, It Works, Mastermind Toys, Cora – Sherwood Park, Chuck E Cheese’s and Scholar’s Choice.
Our walk has sure grown over the years. 
 We’d like to encourage all of our families to extend the invitation to friends, families, classmates, 
neighbors and others involved in your child’s life. What a great way to spread awareness about Williams 
syndrome!

Kari Moxham and Nicole Dessureault
Alberta Directors
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 BC held their second annual “Walk for the 
CAWS” at Mill Lake Park in Abbotsford on Sunday, 
June 7th. It was a beautiful sunny day. Perfect for a 
walk and picnic. 
 We had six people with Williams syndrome 
attend with their family and friends for a total of 25 
attendees. Way to go Tahlia, Sophie, Tash, Katie, 
Dimitri and Colin for getting a great group of people 
together to raise awareness for Williams Syndrome! 
It was great to connect with family and friends who 
attended last years walk as well as welcoming those 
new to the walk. 
 Your registrations and generous donations 
totalled over $700 for the CAWS. We would like to 
thank West Jet and Perisottos Independent Grocer in 
Abbotsford for their awesome donations. 
 A special thank you to Tanya for helping 
with planning and organizing the walk with me again 
this year. Also a sincere appreciation to all those who 
stayed to help clean-up. It was amazing how quickly 
we got the task completed with a few extra pair of 
hands. 
 Tanya and I will be meeting this summer in 
Abbotsford to review and plan for next year’s walk. 
Please phone or email me if you would like to join us. 
If you can’t attend but have some suggestions please 
pass on your ideas. 
 Some families took home some “Toonies 
for Time” hearts to sell during “Williams Syndrome 
Awareness Week” in the first week of August. If you 
would like to sell hearts, please contact me and I can 
mail you some hearts. 
 I also have some CAWS brochures. If you 
would like to distribute brochures to your community 
service providers, please let me know how many you 
would like and I can mail them to you. 
 How will you raise awareness in your 
community during “Williams Syndrome Awareness 
Week” this year? Let us know and send a short 
description to Gloria, our newsletter editor. Don’t like 
to write? Contact me and I can pass on your story. 

Cindy Sanford
BC Director

British Columbia

... the impossible takes a little longer for the dream
Toonies  for  Time

Help support CAWS awareness

CAWS Awareness week
August 1 - 7

Take some 
Toonies for Time

hearts to sell!
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Dream Makers
 Helen Deckert Kitchener, ON Bronze sponsor

Wandrienna Everdiena Shibley Calgary, AB Silver sponsor

Sharon McColl Edmonton, AB Silver sponsor

Don & Jean MacDonald Grand Forks, BC Silver sponsor

Marianne & David Newton Lower Coverdale, NB Silver sponsor

Stephan & Elaine Wisemen Dundas, ON Silver sponsor

 Winnipeg Group Sales Office, Great-West Life  Winnipeg, MB Gold sponsor 
  Jim & Diane Reid Calgary, AB  Platinum sponsor

Carol & David Lajoie Grand Forks, BC  Platinum sponsor 

Kelly, Donovan, Lexi Fraser Prince Albert, SK  Platinum sponsor

Claudia & Markus Rebmann Woodbridge, ON  Platinum sponsor

Jean MacBride,Cumberland Centre, Maine Platinum sponsor  

Fraser Small, High River, AB Platinum sponsor
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 We would like to help make dreams come true by committing to CAWS.

 Dream Maker level of _________________________________________________
     
     For a total of $  ___________________________________________

___ in celebration of or ___in memory of _________________________________
(please submit your story separately with photos if possible and elaboration of the occasion)

 Date:   Name:       Phone #:

 Address:

 Email:

Have you considered becoming 
a  

Dream Maker

Do you feel like making dreams come true?  You can help dreams come through by giving to CAWS 
Dream Makers.  Your donations to Dream Makers goes to research, scholarships and our national Family 
conference.  Thank you!
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Level   Dollar Amount  Family Rewards                                                 

Platinum  $2000    $1000  a year for 2 years

       Recognition on CAWS website
       
       Your story in newsletter 
      (CAWS will help you to write your story)
       
       Hotel room for 2017 Family Conference 
       3 nights (Conference room rate)
 

Gold   $1500    $500 a year for 3 years

       Recognition on CAWS website
       
       Hotel room for 2017 Family Conference 
       1 night (Conference room rate) 
       
       

Silver   $1000    $200 a year for 5 years
       
       Your story in newsletter (we will help)
       
       Recognition on CAWS website
       
      

Bronze  $500    $100 a year for 5 years

       Your story in newsletter (we will help)

       Recognition on CAWS website

Family Dream Maker
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CAWS Annual General Meeting 
June 14, 2015

Present:  Nathalie Bérubé, Melanie Coté, Cora Lee Crowe, Nicole Dessureault, Michelle Dobbin, Misty Keufler, Gloria 
Mahussier, Mike Mahussier, Kari Moxham, David Olson, Patrice Pratt, Diane Reid, Jim Reid, Cindy Sanford, Jane 
Shenrarek, Orvella Small, Bailey Walsh

The annual general meeting was held via online “Go-to-Meeting”.  A quorum being present, Misty Keufler called the 
meeting to order at 1:22 PM and welcomed everyone.

1. Adoption of Agenda
Moved:  Cora Lee Crowe
Seconded:  Patrice Pratt
That the agenda be adopted as amended.  Carried.

2. Adoption of AGM June 2014 meeting minutes
Moved:  Bailey Walsh
Seconded:  Nathalie Bérubé  Carried.
That the annual meeting minutes held June 26, 2014 be adopted as distributed.  Carried.

3. Reports
Upon motion duly made it was unanimously resolved that the members do hereby ratify and confirm all the director’s and 
officer’s acts and proceedings during the fiscal year ended December 2014.  
Moved:  Diane Reid  
Seconded:  Cindy Sanford, Carried

4. CAWS Bylaws 
Motion:  Special Resolution from the Board of Directors to approve the CAWS draft bylaws to present to the CAWS 
membership.
Moved:  Cora Lee Crowe
Seconded:  Cindy Sanford   Carried

5. Presentation of Financial Statements
Motion:  That the financial statements be accepted as distributed 
Moved:  Cora Lee Crowe
Seconded: Nathalie Bérubé Carried

6. Signing authorities for the 2015 – 2016  fiscal year
Motion:  That the signing authorities of the Canadian Association for Williams Syndrome be Diane Reid, David Olson, 
and Cindy Sanford, BC Contact.  Any two of the above listed may sign on behalf of the association.
Moved:  David Olson 
Seconded:  Cindy Sanford

7. Auditor
Motion:  Lohn Caulder will compile the statement of financial position for CAWS.  That the appointment of an auditor of 
the Association be waived effective for the current fiscal period of the Association.  
Moved:  Cora Lee Crowe
Seconded:  Nathalie Bérubé  Carried

8. Election of Directors
Nominations were opened.  The following persons were elected to act as directors of the Association for a two year term.
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Kari Moxham and Nicole Dessureault, Alberta Directors
Natalie Bérubé, Saskatchewan Director
Coralee Crowe, Manitoba Director
Melanie Cote, Ontario Director

Motion:  To close nominations.
Moved Cora Lee Crowe
Seconded:  Nathalie Bérubé  Carried

9. Appointment of Committee chairs
Bailey Walsh, Fundraising Chair
Gloria Mahussier, Newsletter Editor
Mike Mahussier, Membership Chair

10. Bylaws
Motion:  To approve the draft bylaws as presented at the annual general meeting.
Moved:  Gloria Mahussier
Seconded:  Cindy Sanford   Carried

11. Policy Manual
Orvella commented that the changes to the Bylaws need to be reflected in the Policy manual.
Motion: To accept the draft Policy Manual.
Moved: Nathalie Bérubé  
Seconded:  Orvella Small  Carried

12. CAWS Logo
Misty asked for approval to change the logo for CAWS.  Some membership did not have the new logo in front of them so 
discussion was held with Melanie explaining why the change to the new Logo.  Everyone was in favor and we have a new 
Logo.  
Motion:  To accept CAWS’s new logo and the CAWS Walk logo
Moved:  Melanie Cote
Seconded:  Coralee Crowe  Carried

13. Membership Fees: 
Tabled to next board of directors meeting.

14. Gaming Regulations
Misty explained that Gaming does not support raffles and 50/50.  The provincial gaming wants all gaming money kept 
within the province.  Misty asked that all further fundraising be kept to walks, silent actions, selling of merchandise, etc. 
until further notice.  The newsletter editor will publish this in the next newsletter.

15. CAWS Walk Coordinator position
Discussion around the need to have a Walk Coordinator position.

16. Discussions
Members concerns were discussed.  All agreed if issues arise they should be addressed by a phone call rather than over 
emails.  An attempt will be made by Misty to set up a phone call with those members involved.  

17. Adjournment
Misty Keufler  adjourned the meeting at 5:45 pm and  thanked everyone for coming and for all the involvement of each 
person in this 2015 annual general meeting. 
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School is out for another year and as children excite 
in anticipation of "the lazy days of summer” 
many parents are wondering what the next school 
year will look like. Perhaps your child will begin 

the transition into school; into a new grade with a new 
Education Assistant; move into a higher grade in a new 
school; or graduate from high school. These changes bring 
the new worries and unknowns but despite where the next 
year may take you, the end of the school year should also 
celebrate the successes and milestone that our children have 
reached over the past year, academically or otherwise.
 A quick search through our support group facebook 
page highlights these successes. In the past year our children 
have said their firsts words, rode bikes both assisted and 
unassisted. They have been casted in roles for school plays, 
sung solos at music concerts, won awards in school, walked 
across rope bridges, been ambassadors for local charities 
and blossomed into succesfull entrepreneurs. Each one of 
these milestones has produced a sense of pride, hope and 
determination, not only in our children but in parents and 
in our community.  So as we anticipate the changes and 
challenges of the future, may we reflect and celebrate these 
amazing accomplishments.
 To view details on each of these successes, or share 
your child's milestone, join the CAWS support group page 
on facebook by contacting Coralee, Misty or Nicole.
 Have a safe and happy summer.

Coralee Crowe
Vice-President

Our 
Achievements

Trevor Langford: academic achievement award for 
Mathematics and Woodworking.

After much determination, Curtlin has mastered riding a two 
wheeled bike. We are so very proud of her accomplishment. 

Ayden's second year of Sunshine Generation. This 
picture was taken of him doing a mini-solo in the 
song What a Wonderful World as part of the 
year end performance.

Tash received a “Student Services Award”. She 
volunteered in the School Counselling Office managing 
the reception independently this past year. Natasha had 
this opportunity as a grade 12 student in the Pre-
Employment Program at Burnaby Mountain Secondary 
School.
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Hi there!
 My name is Nathalie Bérubé 
and I’m the new Saskatchewan 
Provincial representative for CAWS.  
Some of you may know a little be 
of me from the different Williams 
Syndrome groups on Facebook, but 
let me officially introduce me.
 Like I just said, my name 
is Nathalie Bérubé and you can tell 
that it might just be a French name 
with those accents and different 
spelling and you are right!  I’m 
originally from Quebec City.  I am 
bilingual.  I live in Warman, just few 
minutes North of Saskatoon.  Married 
mother of two; a boy, Paul (7, WS) 
and a girl, Mélina (2).  I work as a 
research laboratory technician at the 
University of Saskatchewan.
 Like a lot of people the long 
story of my life in very short version 
can be resumed that way:

Meet a nice boy, date the boy, marry 
the boy. Buy a house and get a dog 

and/or cat. Have babies.
Stop. There is something different 

here.

 Paul was diagnosed with 
Williams syndrome at 2 years old. 

What geared us toward the path of 
diagnosis was a “simple” speech 
delay.  I wanted to put the blame on 
“the bilingual brain needs a little bit 
more time to compute both language 
so it delays the speech” while 
crossing my fingers that I wasn’t to 
blame as I didn’t read enough books 
to my son or something.  
 So we first went to speech 
therapy and then were referred to the 
Alvin Buckwold Child Development 
Center in Saskatoon and with only 
one meeting with the doctor, she 
knew and send us for blood to do the 
FISH test. Williams syndrome it was. 
 At this point, emotions run 
high and are conflicting each other.  
Yay!  You know what’s different 
about your kid, there is a name for it 
and it explains some questions.  But 
also, all those dreams you had for 
your kid’s future are all crushed or at 
least very badly bruised, and it brings 
more questions.
 And then one day you 
make your peace with that piece of 
information.  That day came because 
you found a new family and support 
and camaraderie in those online 
support groups.  Thanks for all of you 
out there sharing your ups and downs 

and being there for my ups and 
downs.
 So after participating in 
few CAWS events (The Family 
Conference in Saskatoon in 2013, 
Family Picnics in Saskatchewan, 
camping week-ends in Alberta, 
Edmonton Walk for the CAWS 
in 2015), I decided to get more 
involved.  The timing was right and 
now I’m the new Saskatchewan 
Provincial representative for CAWS. 
My first item on my agenda is to 
organize a Saskatchewan Family 
Picnic, Saturday August 22nd in 
Warman – check the Happenings 
page in the newsletter for more 
information.

Nathalie Bérubé 
Saskatchewan contact
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He is
vibrant,
 curious, 
 funny,
 beautiful,
 empathetic, 
and just so very 
loving.

We had spent about four 
months of dealing with 
up and down digestive 

issues with Evan that had affected 
his growth and concerned our 
pediatrician. He displayed aversion 
to food with any type of texture other 
than watery puree and could vomit 
up to 5 times a day, without any real 
pattern. Three days after Evan’s first 
birthday (May 30th) we went to a 
geneticist at the Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia and were told that 
our son has Williams syndrome.
  In a word, we were 
blindsided. We had no idea that the 
issues we had been facing for the 
past 4 or 5 months of our little guy’s 
life were due to a genetic condition.  
I had been assuming all along that 
he had issues in his esophageal tract 
or that he might have some slight 
sensory issue but nothing major.   
 He did not have the typical 
early detection of serious heart 
issues, in fact when it came up that 
we “might want look into genetic 
testing” as the pediatrician on the 
feeding team said in late May- the 
doctor even said she was 90% sure 
nothing would come of looking into 
it. Probably not the best thing to 
tell a parent. But she changed our 
lives that day in that little, cramped, 
stark white office. She questioned 
whether it had ever occurred to us 
that our son does not share our facial 
features. I literally felt like the wind 
had been knocked out of me.  
 My father passed away a 
few months before we found out I 
was pregnant with Evan, and our 
son is a mini Bobby G, my Dad. He 
has the same droopy cheeks and big 
huge smile and personality.  And I 
have clung to that fact very tightly. 
So hearing the doctor suggest that 
he does not look like us hurt more 
than she could know. A day later- 
she gave us the term, Williams 
syndrome- which neither of us 

had heard of. I have been in special 
education for over 11 years and I 
have never encountered a student 
with this condition, nor had I read 
about it. 
 So of course, after shakily 
entering the term into my keyboard 
and coming to the WSA page, my 
heart just sank. I remember not being 
able to focus on the information as a 
whole, I only could see certain words 
popping out at me, like, “low IQ, 
75% have mental retardation, have 
successful jobs as greeters at grocery 
stores, need one-on-one aides, etc.”
  I remember collapsing into 
the recliner and calling my husband 
crying.  Somehow he had already 
found the term online when typing 
in some of the issues we had run into 
and things that came up at the feeding 
clinic appointment.  Both of us had 
trouble having the conversation 
and I just said that I thought his life 
expectancy was not different than a 
typically developing child. 
 I hung up the phone and went 
up to Evan’s nursery and picked him 
up out of the crib where he had been 
fighting a nap for a little while. I held 
him and rocked him the recliner, 
which I had not done in quite some 
time because he doesn’t wake up 
overnight much anymore.

 And I lost my s***. 

 I am not one to curse 
unnecessarily and I apologize for 
that, but I did. Plain and simple. I 
started wailing and could not stop. 
 And the funniest thing 
happened (which now is so 
incredibly symbolic), Evan picked 
his head up off my shoulder and 
looked at me and started giggling 
uncontrollably. He thought my 
wailing like a banshee was laughter.  
And he thought it was the perfect 
time to laugh right back!  So he 
kept laughing and sucking in air and 
squealing. Of course I immediately 
smiled and felt my heart start to lift.
 And that infectious laughter 

– is really at the heart of our new 
story with our son. He is fine. He has 

a few less genes than the average 
child his age which makes him less 
likely to walk before two, or be in 
a regular education class without 
assistance, or love to eat chicken 
nuggets and grilled cheese right 

now like his little toddler friends. 
But those missing genes have done 
nothing to his HUGE personality. 

He is vibrant,
 curious, 
 funny,

 beautiful,
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 empathetic, 
and just so very loving.

 He has already taught us so 
much in 15 months, and I know he 
will continue to for as long as we are 
blessed to walk this earth alongside 
him. If I am being honest, (which I 
know I appreciate) , of course I am 
still scared. 
 Yes, I get angry sometimes 
when I think of how his future might 
be affected by WS. But the thing 
both my husband and I keep trying 
to remember is that we are far more 
worried about how his future looks to 
US. 
 We are concerned over how 
his life is going to be different from 
what WE want for him.  He is pretty 
darn happy with how things are going 
for him right now.  Eating his sweet 
potatoes, chasing our choc lab mix 
around the house, climbing up the 
steps over and over no matter how 
winded it is making Mommy.  I do 
wish people would stop saying they 
were sorry to hear about Evan’s 
diagnosis. This isn’t a sympathy card 
worthy circumstance in my book. I 
know when there is difficulty finding 
the right words to say, “I’m sorry,” 
might pop out.
 But please know, it’s really 
okay. We know there aren’t any 
magic words you can say that is 
going to make it all better.  Because 
we don’t need it to be all better- 
Evan is our son, he is our reality, 
and although we didn’t expect it to 
include a genetic syndrome, it is okay 
that it does.
 So many very deserving, 
amazing people cannot have children 
or lose their children at a young age. 
I had a miscarriage before Evan, I 
know how devastating that is.  Evan 
is here, in our lives, and as I keep 
repeating, he is more than okay, he is 
a rock star. 

 And that is not me just blowing sunshine. That is me being a proud 
mama. I am so thankful for the community of parents I have “met” online and I 
truly wish I lived closer to everyone so we could all hang out and celebrate our 
awesome kids.
 I also want to say thank you to our family and friends who are truly 
amazing. They lift us up with words, laughter, glasses of wine and beer, tears 
shed, and just by loving us.  Thank you to all of you.

xoxoxo  Erin

Visit our website
www.Canadian association 

for williams syndrome
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In 
Memory

Alexis Marie Fraser 
2000-2015
 Our precious little angel 
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
June 23, 2015 at the Victoria Hospital 
in Prince Albert, SK. She was born in 
Regina on August 29, 2000.  
 Alexis best known as “Lexi” 
made every day special, with her 
positive attitude, she never had a bad 
day.  She appreciated the little things, 
and when with her you would always 
feel her love! Her contagious smile 
made you feel like you were the most 

important person in her world.  
 Each day for Lexi was “the 
best day ever”.  Family and friends 
celebrated her life on Saturday, 
June 27, 2015 at St. Josephs Roman 
Catholic Church, in Prince Albert, 
SK with Pastor Iris Kristjansdottir 
officiating. 
 Lexi loved bright colours and 
those attending the celebration were 
encouraged to wear something bright.  
Her Celebration of Life looked like 
a beautiful rainbow with everyone 
honouring Lexi and wearing bright 

colours.  
 Memorial donations in 
Alexis’s memory may be directed 
to the Canadian Association for 
Williams Syndrome (CAWS) 3434 
Eagle Cres, Prince Albert, SK S6V 
7N5  or to the SPCA Box 1832 
Prince Albert, SK S6V 6J9.  Family 
and friends wishing to send online 
condolences are welcome to visit 
www.beaulacfuneralhome.com. 
 Alexis will be lovingly 
remembered by her loving family and 
friends.   

No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you're always there.

We have only your memory dear Lexi
To last our whole lives through
But the sweetness will linger forever
As we treasure the image of you.
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it’s happening
   here

          
August 2, 2015   Swim for the CAWS.  Hey friends! Please join us for a swim from  
    1:00-4:00 on Sunday, August 2nd, 2015 at the Moxham’s backyard  
    pool in Sherwood Park, AB. Please bring a snack to share. We will  
    have a variety of t-shirts for sale to promote Williams syndrome.   
    Please RSVP by July 27 to kmoxham@gmail.com.
    Kari and Nicole

August 1 - 7, 2015  CAWS awareness week

August 22, 2015  Save the date and join us for the CAWS Saskatchewan family  
    picnic, Saturday 11am – 2pm at the Gazebo in Lion’s Park in   
    Warman.  Entrance to the park on 9th Avenue North in Warman.
    Just 15 minutes North of Saskatoon on Highway 11.  For more  
            information contact: Nathalie Berube, (306) 382-5764, nathberube@ 
    yahoo.com

June 5, 2016   Walk for the CAWS, St. Vital Park, Winnipeg, MB   

August 4, 2017  CAWS 6th Family Conference, Toronto, ON

What is happening in your province? Give your provincial contact a call!

August 4
, 2

017

CAWS  6
th  Fam

ily
 Confere

nce

Toronto Ontario

It’s
 been way too long.

Newsletter CONTRIBUTIONS
Next deadline September 15, 2015.  Please send your 
contributions for future newsletter to :    
Gloria Mahussier, 19 Pereverzoff Place, Prince Albert, 
SK.   S6X 1A8    E-mail: mahussier.m@sasktel.net

CAWS newsletter is published quarterly.  Due to limited 
space, we may not be able to print every item received.  We 
report items of interest relating to WS and will provide a 
forum for other items of interest.  CAWS does not promote or 
recommend any therapy, treatment, professional system, etc. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit all material.

Moving?
Please send your address changes 

and corrections to: Mike Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place, Prince Albert, SK     
S6X 1A8 phone:  306-922-3230        
mahussier.m@sasktel.net
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Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS. 
Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful 

in helping the Association do our work.

from the editor:  
 At our annual general meeting, Misty explained that the Gaming Commission does not support raffles and 
50/50.  The provincial gaming commission wants all gaming money kept within the province.  Misty asked that all further 
fundraising be kept to walks, silent actions, selling of merchandise, etc. until further notice.  
 Thank you to Rhonda Levesque, PA Fast Print for securing another year’s donation of paper from Unicsource Inc., 
Saskatoon .  The deadline for next issue is September 15, 2015.    Gloria Mahussier

In memory of Alexis Marie Fraser of Prince Albert, SK:
Chantelle and Chris Dallyn, Gertrude Rompre, Herzog Family, Linda and Connie Kristoffersen, Glen and Joyce 
Michel, Gloria Mike and Travis Mahussier, Sharon and Kevin Trish, Irene Tetlow, the Therapy Department at 
Victoria hospital, Prince Albert,  (listed as Jackey Gusikoski), the Cantin family. 

D O N A T I O N   F O R M 

    $100                     $65         $35

    As A memoriAl to _____________________

    A tribute to __________________________

    on the occAsion of ____________________
                (Birthdays, Anniversary, Graduation, etc.)

Attached is my cheque payable to CAWS in the amount of:

Your donations to CAWS 
will go to research, scholarships 

& our family Conference.

All donations may be forwarded to:  
CAWS National Office, 

P.O. Box 2115, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3T5     


