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If you are my friend on Facebook you may have seen my post last 
month about our personal struggle with inclusion. Unfortunately 
we have had issues with even the closest people in our lives and 

I felt the need to make a statement on behalf of my family. I have 
made the letter my article for this month at the request of a couple of 
CAWS families that thought others would like to get the chance to 
read it. 
 I am sure that many of you can understand the pain that these 
words were written with, and if you have not yet experienced these 
feelings I pray that you never will. After I posted this I had many, 
many responses from people in my life, some of them public and 
some of them sent private. What posting this did was not only relieve 
stress but also opened the gateway for conversation. It allowed me to 
ask those that love us to be more aware and inclusive, a lesson that 
the entire world could use. 

My dear friends and family;
 I hope that life is treating you well, for some of you it's 
been entirely too long since we have seen each other. Facebook is a 
good tool to keep each other in the loop but it's a sorry replacement 
to tea and conversation. It's late, 3:40 in the morning and I cannot 
sleep; I have something on my mind. 
 I am sure that you are tired of me posting about my 
children and their special needs, unfortunately it is a reality for 
our family. And just as you post about your children's sports, family 
trips and day to day life, special needs are a part of our day to day. 
This post is not meant to make you feel guilty, although if you do 
you may want to ask yourself why. 
 Do you remember being younger and being picked last to 
play? Or maybe you were good at sports and we're lucky enough 
to be picked first. I'm sure that at some point you experienced a 
time when you felt lonely and un-included, we all did and that is 
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CAWS Mission
 Founded in 1984, CAWS exists to provide support and assistance to families with a child affected by   
 Williams syndrome and is a network and family for adults with Williams syndrome.

continued on page 4

a natural emotion. However for my 
children (Marcus and Brandy) it is a 
reality that they face EVERY SINGLE 
DAY. 
Here are the things that I know to be 
true: 
1) Spending time with special needs 
children can be exhausting
2) Special needs children can be loud 
and messy and demanding
3) My kids talk all the time, they 
rarely stop in fact
4) It can be intimidating, scary, 
embarrassing and awkward to spend 
time with people that have special 
needs 
5) People with exceptional abilities 
sometimes are volatile and do not have 
the ability to regulate their emotions
6) Yes, we adopted B and therefore 
"asked" for her needs and issues
7) Poor Marcus was dealt a bad hand 
and got stuck with some stuff that 
nobody would ever ask for
8) Chances are, if my kids are 
annoying you, they are also annoying 
me
9) Spending time with people that 
have disabilities can be life changing 
and teach empathy, patience and 
understanding 
10) I have met some amazing people 
with needs, my children are two of 
them. 
 What this post is trying to 
say is this: because you are my friend 
or my family I am asking you to 
be kinder and perhaps aware of my 
children. 
 There is a new "trend" 
sweeping Canada and USA, it is 
horrific and very telling of our 
society. Parents are "advertising" 
the birthdays of their special needs 
children, asking strangers to attend 
because their kids have either never 
been invited to a birthday or their 
children never had anyone attend 

theirs. Wow. It says way too much 
about who we have become. 
My children and other children, in 
fact all children need to feel valued, 
included and wanted. 
 Unfortunately in our home 
we have experienced the reality that 
some people just don't want our 
children around. It's all too obvious to 
us that some people find our kids to 
be "just too much".
 In the past our children 
have been purposely excluded from 
activities, outings and birthday 
parties; both by our friends and yes 
even our family. For some people it's 
a numbers game, your party may 
only fit ten kids and why would you 
take a valuable and expensive spot 
for a child that you find annoying 
and difficult? When you can ask 
Jenny from the block, who is easy, 
predictable and non-complicated. Why 
would you make an already busy and 
stressful day more so by inviting 
a complicated child? Perhaps your 
children are annoyed by mine and 
even though they are friends and 
enjoy seeing each other from time to 
time it's too much to include them 
in a party. Perhaps you feel that 
my delayed children will not be able 
to play, keep up or understand the 
activities. Whatever your reasons, I 
am sure they are not meant to be 
malicious, but they are wrong, totally 
wrong. 
 Because you are my friend or 
family member my children are part 
of your life, we come as a package; 
Take it or leave it. I suppose after 
this some of you may choose to leave 
it.
 I am asking you to consider 
if this rant is evoking an emotional 
response in yourself and why. Are 
you annoyed? Sad? Angry? Guilty? 
Because some of you should feel 

those things. Some of you are partly 
responsible for my late night sleepless 
campaign. There have been times 
when you have allowed the what-ifs, 
the unknown or the fear dictate your 
actions. 
 Because you are my friend 
or family I need you to realize that 
we need you. We need you to include 
our children. We need you to urge and 
encourage your children to include our 
children and if they don't want to, 
we need you to sometimes force them. 
Of course it may be more work than 
you want, it may be difficult or 
stressful, I get that. But if you don't 
include them, who will? Nobody. 
And unfortunately we have already 
learned that lesson, more than once. 
Perhaps you are just not able to 
handle my kids, I get that too, 
Brandy especially can be difficult.  
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 So ask me! Ask me to join you (if it's a cost thing I will pay my own way), ask me if she is capable of 
the activity before you just not include her, don't assume that she won't be able to do it, perhaps we could meet 
for cake after and not do the activity. I promise you, that I won't send her if it is in any way too much for 
her to handle. Ask me, talk to me, please. If Marcus and B didn't have needs would they be included? Probably 
because there have been times when Noah has been and they have been left out. 
 Will my kids be annoying during the activity? Probably, in fact I can guarantee it. However, we all 
know friends of our children that are annoying, special needs or not, kids can just be annoying. However, if you 
allow your children to purposely exclude mine you are teaching them a horrible lesson, that those with disabilities 
are not worthy of our time, effort or inclusion. That because the relationship may take extra time, effort, and 
understanding that it is okay to not include them. But especially that they are not worthy.
 
Misty Keufler
CAWS President

Tomorrow
Long

Is Too
to Wait

10 Promises Every Special Educator Should Make To Their Students’ Parents

for Inclusion

1. I promise to stop calling parents who have high expectations and advocate for their children “high 
maintenance” and I will equally try to discourage the term “high profile” if due process is involved.

2. I promise to presume competence (always assume that your child can learn and is interested in learning) even 
if they are unable to communicate to me what they know (yet!)

3. I promise to never use the “R” word and to speak up against it when I hear it used in private or public.

4. I promise to ask your input on the educational goals for your child BEFORE the IEP meeting and realize that 
without your collaboration we have no team.

5. I promise to remember that YOU were your child’s first teacher and YOU are an expert on your child…not me.

6. I promise to stop using “what is he/she going to get out of this?” or “they’re not ready” as an excuse for not 
including your child in general education.

7. I promise to never assume I know what goes on at your home or blame your child’s challenging behavior at 
school because of your parenting skills.

8. I promise to Always Be Communicating (ABC) with you about your child (especially the positive things).

9. I promise to keep an open mind and realize that what works with one child does not necessarily work with 
every child. 

10. I promise to always have high expectations for your child and never give up on them…or you.
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Hi Everyone,

 It is Jodie Connors here from Williamswood, 
Nova Scotia. I was born and raised in the Halifax 
area. It is such a beautiful place to raise your family. 
I met my husband Tim just over 10 years ago while 
we were both working as Realtors. We were quick 
friends who fell in love and married two years later. 
We both have since moved on from Realty.  I, into 
the finance world and most recently starting my own 
Networking business. Tim currently spends his days 
working Marketing and his nights and weekends as 
an official's supervisor for Hockey Nova Scotia and a 
national supervisor for Hockey Canada.
 We quickly started our family with the arrival 
of our daughter Ava (soon to be 7). What a beauty. 
She has grown into such a smart, kind, independent 
young lady. She was so excited when in 2010 we 
found out we were expecting again. She was about to 
become a big sister! 
 I will never forget finding out in January 
2011 that we were having boy-A BOY! We were over 
the moon with excitement. I remember being in the 
elevator after the appointment. It was myself, Tim 
and my parents and I just started crying and saying 
how lucky we were to have one of each -a girl and a 
boy.  Aden (4-WS) made his arrival in April of that 
same year. The last month of pregnancy was a bit 
tough.  I put off work and completely uncomfortable, 
I gave birth just over a week early.  From that birth-
day on, our lives have changed in more ways that we 
would ever had known.
 Within the first five minutes we boarded our 
roller-coaster ride.  Aden arrived like most babies- 
screaming!  Our doctor noticed that his private area 
was bit "off", not sure if he even had all of what he 
was supposed to have.  Urology was called.  We 
learned that Aden was born with Inguinal Hernia.  
Indeed he had everything he was supposed to, but 
due to him crying at birth his groin was filled.  We 
were given a follow up appointment to discuss 
surgery and a few days later we were sent home with 
our tiny little boy.

It

“I reached out to the CAWS 
...we have never met another 

family who has a child with 
WS, we have not heard 

of any awareness events close 
to home.”
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 A week later, I had Aden in 
to see our GP.  It was at this visit our 
doctor asked if the hospital picked up 
on Aden's heart mummer.  I was taken 
back but not overly concerned as I 
knew these were normal in infants.  
He sent a referral to Cardiology 
just to be safe.  We went to the 
Cardiologist appointment only a few 
weeks after that.  Many tests were 
done and we discussed that Aden 
had narrowing of both his aortic and 
pulmonary arteries.  Scary!  Our poor 
little baby. But we were encouraged 
to be positive and chances are 
they would correct themselves 
as Aden grew.  At this point our 
Cardiologist arranged an appointment 
with the Genetics Department to 
cancel anything further out.  That 
appointment was in four week’s time.
 Three weeks later, I found 
myself back at my GP office for my 
six weeks after-birth appointment.  
I was healed and given a pass to 
good health.  During our good byes, 
I asked if he had heard anything 
from the Cardiologist about Aden's 
appointment.  He said he had 
received a letter.  Not having it in 

front of him he tried to recall what 
it said.  This was the first time the 
word, "Williams" had entered my life.  
He stated that the letter mentioned 
something like "William" or 
Williams".  He did not want to state 
much more until he could review it.  I 
left and did the worst thing possible, I 
went home and Googled.  I was sick, 
distraught, confused, my head was 
spinning.  I called Tim completely 
upset.  I just knew in my gut that 
something was wrong with my baby.  
We lived in fear of the unknown for a 
week. 
 Closing in on Aden's two 
month birthday, we sat in the office 
of our now genetics doctor.  We met 
with a counselor prior to the doctor.  
Did our introductions,  and then 
Tim just said it, "Are you testing for 
Williams syndrome?"  She was put 
aback with surprise.  She asked why 
would we think that.  I recounted 
my GP visit.  She was so apologetic 
that we lived with this for a week 
and confirmed that yes, indeed that 
was what they were testing for.  We 
braved through the exam. The most 
difficult thing watching someone 

do a physical and verbal "review" 
of your infant’s features.  It was a 
simple blood test they said.  Black 
or white.  Two days later I received 
the confirming phone call - our 
baby has Williams syndrome.  I was 
devastated. I was home alone with 
Aden and I went to him and just 
stared at him through tears. What 
you dream for your child quickly 
diminishes.  Not only for him, but 
what did this mean for Ava?  What 
did this mean for Tim and I?  We 
lived in a blur for some time while we 
tried to accept a different future.
 Fast forward four years, 
a hernia surgery, a trigger thumb 
surgery and too many appointments 
to count; we are living the life 
we were meant to live.  Through 
early intervention and speech 
appointments, Aden is thriving in all 
aspects.  He wears glasses to help his 
crazy wandering eyes, his heart is 
stable and he is a joy.  Contagious to 
be around our lives are richer because 
of him. Ava is an amazing big sister.  
She is starting to learn her brother's 
challenges - large groups, loud 
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unknown noises, not always the quickest on the playground.  Aden is silly, loving and says the darnedest things.  
We laugh so much more than we cry these days.  He loves the drums and all music.  Put him on a trampoline 
and you have reached his happy place.  We love our annual trips to Anna Maria Island.  Both kids are quickly 
becoming beach bums.  We enjoy our family time and all the joys it brings. 

I reached out to the CAWS because in our four years since Aden's diagnoses, we have never met another family 
who has a child with WS, we have not heard of any awareness events close to home.  We want all of this to 
change for the better.  Growing in this community and meeting other families is what we look forward to most. 

Stay tuned!  2016 is Nova Scotia's time to spread the word on Williams syndrome. 

All the best,

Jodie Connors
Nova Scotia Contact

Save 
the 
date !

Visit our website
http://caws.sasktelwebhosting.com

Toronto
Ontario

August
3 - 6
2017

CAWS 6 th Family conference
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My Story
  It is okay to feel hurt, 
frustrated, and angry at the world.  
That is normal.  But, you need to get 
over it.  You are a parent and you have 
a child to raise.  If you can’t get past 
the anger and frustrations, you will 
become a negative person and instead 
of helping your child grow, you will 
end up holding them back.
  I am the father of a 
little girl named Alexis who is turning 
13 years old this August.  I want to 
take minute to share my story with all 
of you.
  Before Alexis was 
born, when I was asked if I wanted a 
boy or a girl, my answer was always 
the same.  All I wanted was a happy, 
healthy baby.   Well, before she was 
born, we found out that she had a rare 
dislocation of the spine at the base of 
the neck.  The doctors talked about 

spina bifida, complete paralysis, and 
many other challenges.  As it turned 
out she was born with all fingers 
and toes moving, but went straight 
into ICU to be monitored.   When 
she finally did come home, all you 
wanted to do was hold and cuddle 
her, yet she would cry unless you 
set her down by herself and left her 
alone.   Over the next few months 
she was not eating well and was 
getting sick a lot.  The doctors finally 
said that they needed to put in a 
feeding tube, so she would get some 
nourishment.   They did a blood 
test and found out she was hyper 
calcimic, resulting in a transfer to the 
Saskatoon University Hospital and 
another stay in ICU.  Over the next 
week as they worked on flushing her 
system, a doctor came and told us that 

they suspected she had something 
called, “Williams Syndrome”.  He 
didn’t know a whole lot about it, 
but he gave us what he could and 
we began to explore the internet for 
answers.   
 It was tough hearing 
everything.  Here is your baby who 
starts off with a dislocated spine and 
then you find out she has a syndrome 
that there isn’t much info about.   Yes, 
it was easy to be frustrated and angry.  

Over time we found out she is 
blind in one eye, deaf in one ear, 
has a partially collapsed lung, little 
strength and muscle tone on her right 
side of her body, one kidney that 
is larger than the other, pulmonary 
artery stenosis, and unknown mental 
challenges.   Because of her high 

It
“She is the happiest person I know, 

 ... If I am having a tough day, 
I stop and take a look 

at the world through her eyes.”

From the Editor:  Chad is Alexis’s 
father, he has sent me his story.  These 
are his words.  
“As you know Alexis passed away a 
couple months ago.   I was recently 
going through some of my computer 
files with pictures of her and stuff and 
I found this letter that I had written to 
CAWS a couple years ago.  I wrote this 
after the Saskatoon conference in 2013 
to speak to all those who are having a 
difficult time when they are raising a 
child with special needs.   After reading 
it again, it made me remember how 
lucky we were to have had Alexis in 
our lives, therefore I wanted to share it 
and submit it to the newsletter”
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calcium levels she had to be fed 
a hard to find and very expensive 
formula.  She did end up getting a 
stomach feeding tube, and fed all 
night long while she slept.
Alexis never learned to walk or talk 
until about four months after her third 
birthday.  It was a few weeks before 
Christmas and she took her first 
step and said her first word.   After 
this she began to change and her 
development took off.  She is going 

to school, entering Grade 6 this fall, 
and is in a regular classroom with an 
aide that challenges her.   She is no 
longer tube fed, but is still struggling 
with chewing (something she never 
learned after being tube fed for nearly 
eight years).   This past year she 
decided to stop wearing pull-ups and 
is now completely potty trained day 
and night.
 She is the happiest person 
I know, living life to its fullest, and 
truly a joy to be around.   If I am 
having a tough day, I stop and take a 
look at the world through her eyes.  
She is surrounded by challenges, 
yet manages to bring an amazing 

amount of positive energy and love to 
everyone around her.  
 Before she was born, I had 
asked for a happy, healthy baby.  
Didn’t get the healthy, but I definitely 
got the happy, and wouldn’t trade her 
for the world.  
 And, to add to the challenges 
in life, her older brother Donovan 
was diagnosed with Leukemia 2yrs 
ago and is still fighting that battle.  
Again an easy way out would to be 

angry and bitter at the world, but that 
is not how I want to live my life.  
Believe it or not, I have learned to 
love my kids more than ever.   We are 
lucky to have them in our lives and 
need to remember that.  Yes there are 
tough days, but we are never alone.  
There are spouses, other parents 
and friends out there who are there 
to listen and give advice if needed.  
Surround yourself with these people, 
take time to enjoy the little things, 
and don’t let the challenges run your 
life.  
 I love my life and love my 
children and they truly make me a 
better person and dad.

 I originally wrote this story 
two years ago to talk to parents who 
recently found out that their child had 
Williams syndrome.   I still feel it is 
relevant and wanted to share it.  It can 
be very tough to hear and can easily 
drag a person down.  But that is like 
any challenge in life that we face.   
It’s a choice to be happy and positive.  
Alexis showed me that and I allowed 
myself to see it.   

A few months ago, Alexis passed 
away.  Losing her has been one of the 
toughest things I have ever done in 
my life.   Again it is easy to be angry, 
but I know she is watching and I still 
need to make the right choice.   I 
was truly lucky to have had such a 
wonderful person in my life and I still 
believe that.  
 Take a moment and look 
around.  Appreciate what you have 
and enjoy the life you are given.   I 
know Alexis truly did and she taught 
me well.

Chad Fraser
Alexis’s father
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Regina singer 
Colby Nargang 
inspires people with disabilities

"I look back at some of the things we've done, and people 
we've met and places we've been, and sometimes it's 
like a dream, just like a dream." - Jim Nargang, Colby's 
grandfather and manager. (Nichole Huck/ CBC )

Colby Nargang started watching Roy 
Orbison videos with his grandparents 
when he was just a toddler. By the age of 

four he was entertaining family members with a 
pretty good rendition of Orbison's hit song Pretty 
Woman. 
Colby has Williams Syndrome. It's a rare disorder 
that affects about one in 20,000 people. A genetic 
condition that is present at birth, it is characterized 
by medical problems including cardiovascular 
disease, developmental delays and learning 
disabilities.  
 However, these often occur side by side 
with striking verbal abilities and an affinity for 
music. My disability gives me my ability to sing," 
said Colby.  Colby is very capable on stage. 
"At 10 years old he did Pretty Woman at a 
concert in Lumsden and they thought he was lip-
synching," said Colby's grandfather Jim Nargang. 
Jim retired from his job as a Regina city bus 
driver in 2003 to manage Colby's career. It was 
right around the time that Colby performed on 
the Telemiracle telethon alongside well-known 
Saskatchewan Elvis tribute artist Rory Allen. 
 Colby is legally blind, so his grandfather 
has driven him to hundreds of gigs over the years. 

Singer experienced bullying in high School

 High school was tough for Colby. He 
was in classes for special needs students and even 
though he excelled at choir, he struggled with 
fitting in. "The gangs in my school, they'd catch 
me on my blind side, they'd tap me on the shoulder 
one one side and if I was still singing they'd 
nail you in the ribs or punch you in the throat or 
something like that right," said Colby.

Resource:  September 17, 2015 Nichole Huck/CBC, CBC News
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  Jim said the bullying was hard on his 
grandson. "He could always sing like a lark, but he was 
lacking the confidence," he said. "You get bullied and 
you start to believe it."

Singing helped build confidence

 Colby dresses the part when he's on stage. He 
has a leather outfit and a custom-made gold lamé suit 
jacket he wears to perform. Jim said the transformation 
is incredible to watch. "When we first came to shows, 
he dressed like he dresses — he's no show. Then he 
puts on his outfit and he becomes a pro. He'll blow you 
away with that voice and that's been his life basically 
to prove, he can do this." 
 Colby has performed at functions all over 
western Canada including fundraising events, senior 
homes, funerals and conventions. But Jim said it was 
most rewarding seeing him perform at the Special 
Olympics for people with disabilities.  "Once they 
realize he's in the same boat that they are, he's their 
hero. And he's their level." 

dream now a reality

 Jim said supporting Colby's dream has been 
rewarding for him too.  "I look back at some of the 
things we've done, and people we've met and places 
we've been, and sometimes it's like a dream, just like a 
dream," said Jim.  
 So perhaps it's appropriate that Colby's first 
full length compilation of Roy Orbison and Elvis 
Presley songs is titled "If I Can dream".  This is my 
dream," Colby said. "My dream my whole life has 
always been to be a full time singer, songwriter and 
entertainer. If I can achieve what I'm achieving, there's 
nothing to stop you from achieving your dreams."
 Colby has put out one single called "Free from 
the Pain" dedicated to his late grandmother Joyce 
Nargang. It was recorded in Regina with the help of 
J.J. Voss. He is now in the process of writing a full-
length album of original songs. 

Check out www.colbynargang.com for more 
information. 

Visit our website
http://caws.sasktelwebhosting.com

Follow us on FaceBook
WSA Canada 

CAWS 6th

Family Conference

Let the Dreams Begin

Toronto, Ontario

August 3  - 6, 2017
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 BC draws for a WestJet flight voucher for one return trip for two 
people.  All participants in the Walk for the CAWS in Abbotsford were 
entered into the WestJet  draw. Tash was the lucky winner! 
 A big thank you to Tanya Farr, a long time WestJetter, who has 
been volunteering with CAWS.  As part of the “WestJet Caring for Our 
Community “ program, a WestJetter who volunteers over 40 hours is 
eligible to apply for a gift of flight voucher to the charity of their choice. 
Tanya chose the “Walk for the CAWS” on June 7, 2015 in Abbotsford, BC. 
WestJet would like to thank Tanya and Canadian Association for Williams 
Syndrome and their efforts, dedication and commitment to achieving the 
goals of CAWS. The Canadian Association for Williams Syndrome would 
like to thank WestJet for truly caring for their community.
 Thank you to everyone in BC who supported the Canadian 
Association for Williams Syndrome by purchasing “Toonies for Time”. 

British Columbia

Walk for the CAWS photos from June 7, 2015 in Abbotsford, BC.
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Family Funin Saskatchewan
 We were a small but happy group that gathered 
together for some family fun in Warmen on August 22.

 Thank you for the wonderful hospitality 
extended to us by Nathalie, our newly elected 
provincial contact, Carl, Paul and Melina.
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Dream Makers
 Helen Deckert Kitchener, ON Bronze sponsor

Wandrienna Everdiena Shibley Calgary, AB Silver sponsor

Sharon McColl Edmonton, AB Silver sponsor

Don & Jean MacDonald Grand Forks, BC Silver sponsor

Marianne & David Newton Lower Coverdale, NB Silver sponsor

Stephan & Elaine Wisemen Dundas, ON Silver sponsor

 Winnipeg Group Sales Office, Great-West Life  Winnipeg, MB Gold sponsor 
  Jim & Diane Reid Calgary, AB  Platinum sponsor

Carol & David Lajoie Grand Forks, BC  Platinum sponsor 

Kelly, Donovan, Lexi Fraser Prince Albert, SK  Platinum sponsor

Claudia & Markus Rebmann Woodbridge, ON  Platinum sponsor

Jean MacBride,Cumberland Centre, Maine Platinum sponsor  

Fraser Small, High River, AB Platinum sponsor
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 We would like to help make dreams come true by committing to CAWS.

 Dream Maker level of _________________________________________________
     
     For a total of $  ___________________________________________

___ in celebration of or ___in memory of _________________________________
(please submit your story separately with photos if possible and elaboration of the occasion)

 Date:   Name:       Phone #:

 Address:

 Email:

Have you considered becoming 
a  

Dream Maker

Do you feel like making dreams come true?  You can help dreams come through by giving to CAWS 
Dream Makers.  Your donations to Dream Makers goes to research, scholarships and our national Family 
conference.  Thank you!
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Level   Dollar Amount  Family Rewards                                                 

Platinum  $2000    $1000  a year for 2 years

       Recognition on CAWS website
       
       Your story in newsletter 
      (CAWS will help you to write your story)
       
       Hotel room for 2017 Family Conference 
       3 nights (Conference room rate)
 

Gold   $1500    $500 a year for 3 years

       Recognition on CAWS website
       
       Hotel room for 2017 Family Conference 
       1 night (Conference room rate) 
       
       

Silver   $1000    $200 a year for 5 years
       
       Your story in newsletter (we will help)
       
       Recognition on CAWS website
       
      

Bronze  $500    $100 a year for 5 years

       Your story in newsletter (we will help)

       Recognition on CAWS website

Family Dream Maker
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Visit our website
http://caws.sasktelwebhosting.com

August 3 - 6, 2017  Toronto, ON

 The dreams have started as 
we have a venue for the conference.  
The Sheraton Centre Toronto Hotel 
will be helping us to host the best 
family conference for everyone.  So 
for this to happen “WE” are looking 
for your help !

 A conference has to have a 
name and in the past we have tried 
to have the word DREAM in it using 
the city we host the conference to 
help with this for example, when 
we hosted it in Calgary, Alberta we 
called it “Mountain of Dreams”  and 
Toronto has the CN Tower so it could 
be “Tower of Dreams” but think 
about getting your ideas to  us by 
January 1, 2016 and you could be 
the winner of a two FREE banquet 
tickets to the Dreams banquet.

,, ,,
Let the Dreams Begin

 We are also hoping that you 
will think about how you can help 
fund this conference.  Our families 
can all participate by hosting a 
fundraiser!  

There is the 
•CAWS Dream Maker as outlined in 
the newsletter
•host a garage sale
•take part in the June Walk-a-Thons 
by getting sponsors
•have a BBQ and or pool party asking 
participants to donate $10
• sell Toonies for Time

The children/adolescent will have 
four programs for the different ages 
and JB Music (Jennifer Buchanan) 
is presently working on a proposal 
for us with the help of the Canadian 

Association of Music Therapists 
based out of Toronto.

 We are presently working 
on a professional day for research 
as well as many other resourceful 
sessions for parents and educators . 

 We really want your input 
for this conference so please send 
us ideas and thoughts on how we 
can make our sixth national  CAWS 
Family Conference a success!

 If you have any questions or 
if you are wanting to help out in any 
way, contact:
Diane Reid – Conference Chair  
jim.reid@telus.net  403-660-2155 
or 
Kari Moxham – Conference Co-Chair 
kmoxham@gmail.com
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Silver Dream Makers donation: Stephen  & Elaina Wiseman

Employee donor choice via United Way:   Randy Chidley, Nancy De Corte, donation via Agri-Food Canada, 
United Waty Toronto, United Way, Calgary

Ontario Power Employees:  Contributions from employees/pensioners charity trust

Donation to Winnipeg Walk:  Ron & Audrey Schmidt, Winnipeg, MB

Donation in lieu of year end gifts for teachers who support WS students:  Monika Forma, Brampton, ON

Dress casual day at office to raise funds for CAWS, for research in name of Alma Loken: Kristel Gillies, Regina 
SK

Tribute to my wonderful daughter Susan:  Donna Henrick, Okanagan Falls, BC

On the occasion of Cristina and Keith Boisvert's wedding:  Michelle Dobbin, Sackville, NB

In honour of my little friend Owen Smith-Sweeney who lives in New York City:  Colette McCutcheon

On behalf of the client services team at CL, we would like to send our thoughts and prayers to the Alexiss family, 
Kelly Kuntz and Family; Brandi Mitrenga, Regina, SK

In memory of Joel Fehr:  Vernon & Dianne Sloman, Ruthilda, SK; Helen Fehr, Rosthern, SK; Graham & 
Karla Wilson, Fiske, SK; Velma Persson, Rosetown, SK; Virgina & John Wilson, Fiske,SK; Ruth & Gary Ryan, 
Saskatoon, SK; Penny & Douglas MacDonald, Birsay, SK; Edith & Armin Krahn, Saskatoon, SK

Individual donation:  Patrice Pratt, Burnaby, BC

Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS. 
Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful 

in helping the Association do our work.

DID YOU KNOW?  
When you order through the QSP magazine program, over one-third of 
the subscription price “stays at home” to support CAWS. 

Visit http://caws.sasktelwebhosting.com and enter our 
Group # 17436 to place your order.  

Please support our national fundraiser. 
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it’s happening
   here

November 27-29, 2015 Saskatchewan Association for Community Living (SACL) 
    Family Network Parent’s retreat Contact Lynn Schaan at 306-371- 
    8206 or email lynnschaan56@hotmail.com

January 1, 2016  Contest deadline for naming CAWS Family conference.  Send   
    submissions to Diane Reid – Conference Chair  jim.reid@telus.net   
    403-660-2155 or Kari Moxham – Conference Co-Chair 
    kmoxham@gmail.com

January 15 - 18, 2016 SACL Family Network Mom’s retreat, Contact Lynn Schaan at  
    306-371-8206 or email lynnschaan56@hotmail.com

June 5, 2016   Walk for the CAWS, St. Vital Park, Winnipeg, MB   

August 3-6, 2017  CAWS 6th Family Conference, Toronto, ON

What is happening in your province? Give your provincial contact a call!

August 3
-6, 2

017

CAWS  6
th  Fam

ily
 Confere

nce

Toronto Ontario

It’s
 been way too long.

Newsletter CONTRIBUTIONS
Next deadline January 15, 2016.  Please send your 
contributions for future newsletter to :    
Gloria Mahussier, 19 Pereverzoff Place, Prince Albert, 
SK.   S6X 1A8    E-mail: mahussier.m@sasktel.net

CAWS newsletter is published quarterly.  Due to limited 
space, we may not be able to print every item received.  We 
report items of interest relating to WS and will provide a 
forum for other items of interest.  CAWS does not promote or 
recommend any therapy, treatment, professional system, etc. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit all material.

Moving?
Please send your address changes 

and corrections to: Mike Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place, Prince Albert, SK     
S6X 1A8 phone:  306-922-3230        
mmahussier@sasktel.net
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Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS. 
Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful 

in helping the Association do our work.

from the editor:  Thank you to Rhonda Levesque, PA Fast Print for securing another year’s donation of paper 
from Unicsource Inc., Saskatoon.  Please change in your contact list Mike Mahussier’s new email address to 
send your change of addresses.  The deadline for next issue is January 16, 2016.   Gloria Mahussier

D O N A T I O N   F O R M 

    $100                     $65         $35

    As A memoriAl to _____________________

    A tribute to __________________________

    on the occAsion of ____________________
                (Birthdays, Anniversary, Graduation, etc.)

Attached is my cheque payable to CAWS in the amount of:

Your donations to CAWS 
will go to research, scholarships 

& our family Conference.

All donations may be forwarded to:  
CAWS National Office, 

P.O. Box 2115, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3T5     


