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Change to Music
Scholarship

T

his year CAWS has made some changes to the Music Scholarship
program with the aim of generating more interest in it. We have
broadened the way that the scholarship can be used and it is not
limited to sending your child to a music camp in the United States. We
have also opened the program to a greater age range
Here are the details of the new program:
It is open to Canadian individuals with WS ages 6 to 21.
The recipient can use the scholarship for anything that furthers their
interest and skills in music. This may include purchasing a instrument,
music lessons, a therapy program or attending a music camp.
A $200 scholarship will be granted to one individual from each of
these five regions:
1. British Columbia and the Territories,
2. The praries including Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba,
3. Ontario
4. Quebec
5. the Atlantic Provinces.
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The deadline for applications is April 30th.
Also, a Music Scholarship Committee that includes the Music
Scholarship program coordinator and two other volunteers will decide
which applicants will receive a scholarship. Please see accompanying
article on page 2.
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If you are interested in applying for the scholarship, please send an email to Rick Chmilar at the address below. Be
sure to include the following:
Pertinent information such as age, name address, etc.
A brief outline of the applicants musical ambitions, interests and abilities.
A brief explanation of how the applicant would use the scholarship if they were successful.
An audio or video file featuring the applicants music abilities. This could include an attached file such as mp3 or 		
link to YouTube or other hosting site.
Please remember the deadline for applications is April 30th. If you have any questions you can contact Rick Chmilar at
(705) 693-5003 or chmilarrick@yahoo.ca.
Good Luck to all potential scholarship recipients. We look forward to reviewing and receiving your applications.

CAWS thanks Nicole Dessureault for her years
of service to the CAWS families. We appreciate your
willingness and your time that you have given to serve
the families of Alberta.

Thank you Nicole.
CAWS announces NEW Music Scholarship Program
The Music Scholarship Committee needs Volunteers

As you have read above, CAWS has made some changes to the Music Scholarship program. One of these changes is that
the applications will be reviewed and chosen by a committee. The Music Scholarship Committee will consist of the Music
Scholarship Coordinator plus two other volunteers. Volunteer members of this committee will be required to review each
application and decide along with the other committee members which applicants should receive the scholarship. Following the April 30th deadline, the group will communicate together and make their decision.
CAWS would love to have you as a volunteer on this committee. If you think that you would enjoy listening to some
fantastic musical performances and being a part of the new music scholarship committee, please contact Rick Chmilar at
(705) 693-5003 or chmilarrick@yahoo.ca.

CAWS Mission
Founded in 1984, CAWS exists to provide support and assistance to families with a child affected by 		
Williams syndrome and is a network and family for adults with Williams syndrome.
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ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT
Cora Lee Crowe
27 Regis Drive
Winnipeg, MB
R2N 1J9
(204)479-7734

cawscanada@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT
Anne Louise Desrosriers
1675 Cambridge Street
Halifax, NS B3H 4A5
ald@ns.sympatico.ca
TREASURER
David Olson
248B East 21st Street
North Vancouver, BC
V7L 3B6
(604) 990-7718
davidnchristina@telus.net
SECRETARY/EDITOR
Gloria Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place
Prince Albert, SK. S6X 1A8
(306) 922‑3230
mahussier.m@sasktel.net
MAILING LIST
Mike Mahussier
19 Pereverzoff Place
Prince Albert, SK. S6X 1A8
306-922-3230
mmahussier@sasktel.net

CONTACTS

MUSIC SPONSORSHIP
COORDINATOR
Rick Chmilar
160 Watson Court
Garson, ON P3L 1K8
705 693-5003
chmilar68@yahoo.ca or
chmilarrick@yahoo.ca
YOUTH CORRESPONDENT
Tyler Hall
tylermnh@gmail.com or
deanna.vanherk@hotmail.com
SELF ADVOCATE
Jill Bodnar
jcbodnar@live.ca
Alberta
Voluteer required

jma31@hotmail.com
New Brunswick
Blaise and Michelle Dobbin
28 West Avenue
Sackville, New Brunswick
E4L 4P1
(506)536-0821 - home
(506)540-0821 - cell
dobbinwm@gmail.com
Newfoundland
Volunteer required
Ontario
Melanie Coté
mjcote@mac.com
Quebec
Voluteer required

British Columbia
Cindy Sanford
213 - 9344 Cameron St
Burnaby BC V3J 1L9
604 564 7779
cawsbc@yahoo.com

Saskatchewan
Nathalie Bérubé
331 Brooklyn Crescent
Warman, SK
S0K 0A1
(306) 382-5764
nathberube@yahoo.com

Manitoba
Coralee Crowe
27 Regis Drive
Winnipeg MB R2N 1J9
(204) 479-7734
dcrowe@mymts.net

Yukon
Cindy Sanford
213 - 9344 Cameron Street
Burnaby BC V3J 1L9
604 564 7779
cawsbc@yahoo.com

Nunavut/N.W.T.
Volunteer required
Nova Scotia
Jodie Connors

Visit our website
http://caws.sasktelwebhosting.com
Registered office: P.O. Box 2115, Vancouver, BC V6B 3T5
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To my daughter
whose brother
needs a little more attention ?

R

emember when I said,
“I wish I could split
myself down the middle”, so I could be with
you and your brother
at the same time? I meant it with all
my heart.
		
But unfortunately, I
don’t possess that ability. It’s ok to get
frustrated, sad, put out and even angry.
Honestly, sometimes I feel all those
things too. I may pause or take a little
longer to meet your wants and needs
and I am sorry for that.
		
You may not understand all of what I write but I promise
someday you will. You are a gift. Mommy and Daddy were so lucky when you
arrived. You are our first. This is your
title to hold always. There has been and
will be moments when you won’t feel
it, but baby girl know it! Always know
you are loved.
		
We were lucky again
when your brother came along, a little
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boy to be loved by all. Little did we
know he would flip our world upside
down and teach us all how to look at
the world differently.
		
You are lucky. You
know why? You are lucky because as
you grow you will learn; sometimes
harder than others to be brave, to be
strong, to be independent, to be kind,
to be compassionate, to help someone
in need and sometimes to just step
aside for a moment. These are traits
that everyone in the world struggle with
but you, sweet girl already have shown
these in one moment or another.
		
Daddy and I are so
proud of you. We understand that you
are You. And your brother is Him. We
know to love you as much but differently. This doesn’t mean more or less.
You help carry this family’s challenges
and you help celebrate our successes.
You are important honey in everything
we do.
		
As your brother grows
he will be challenged both physically

and mentally. He will continue with
learning and attending appointments.
He will seem like the most “famous”
guy around. He will travel bumpy roads
that will need paving. He will struggle.
He will need us. There will be days
when he will need just YOU. WE will
ALWAYS be there.
		
As time comes and
goes, you will take your own roads.
Drive them freely and sometimes
wildly because you deserve it. You
are amazing both inside and out. You
will become a GREAT person because
of the things you know now and the
things you will come to know. You are
important, you are loved. You are a
sister, sweetie, one of the very best.
Love Mom

My Life.

M

y name is Lily Semonis and
I was born with William’s
s y n d r o m e . W i l l i a m ’s
syndrome is a very rare genetic
condition that can cause difficulties
with all sorts of things in your body, but
I am happy and healthy. I love listening
to music and I am very active with
many activities like swimming, horse
riding, playing the piano, singing, skiing,
paddling, bike riding, volunteering and
spending time outdoors with family and
friends. I wanted to write this article to
help people understand what my life is
like, and how I have adjusted to being a
Grade 10 high school student this year.
Also, I want to tell people that even
though life is a roller coaster of feelings
and emotions and successes and
failures- I always think it is important to
try and stay positive. This has worked
for me and my life is great!
		My life this year has
been filled with happy time and some
unhappy ones but I’m going to focus
on the happy! This year I started my
first real job and I feel very lucky to
have this opportunity. I work at the
Alberta Legislature as a Page, helping
to support the MLA’s with their work.
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So far, the experience has been amazing
and it makes me feel that I can succeed
in anything that I want to do. I have
made new friends at work and have
met many MLA’s including the House
Speaker and Sergeant-at-Arms. My
favorite part of the job is working the
photocopier and delivering important

alone from school.
		I like to do many
volunteer activities and this year I
helped out with Spooktacular at Fort
Edmonton Park. I had to dress up in
old fashion clothes and was a host
at the ball room at the Blatchford
Hanger. I also volunteered at Luminara

“ This has worked for me and my life is great! “
documents to the Federal building.
		Another great thing
that happened to me this year was joining the Louis St. Laurent school swim
team. I had my first official swim races
and although I felt really nervous, I tried
my best and was so proud of myself! It
was so exciting being in the pool with
all the kids cheering each other on. At
school, I am taking a legal studies option and find it very interesting learning
about different laws in society. This
year I also started to take the bus home

at the Devonian Gardens and helped
light candles for the paths during the
Festival of Lights. I also spent time at
the Edmonton Humane Society walking
dogs.
		I love music and have
been taking singing and piano lessons
for many years. I normally have a
concert every Spring and last year I sang
“Blackbird” by the Beatles. I received
some very positive feedback from my
continued page

8

“
Fiercely independent
he would listen to
advice, say yes, yes,
and proceed to live
life his way.

		
Evan Dew, my brother,
was a remarkable man. Born in Edmonton on February 11, 1955 he was
the youngest of five children. He was
born with Williams syndrome although
it would take 45 years to receive this
diagnosis. He was different from his
siblings, took longer to achieve developmental milestones. School was hard.
Initially he attended a special class
called an Opportunity Room. With the
support of his parents he completed 12
years of school and attended Alberta
Vocational College.
		
He entered the
workforce working at a Building
Supplies store, then a seniors residence
and finally joined the maintenance
department at Westmount Shopping
Centre where he worked for 16 years.
One of his main responsibilities there
was to crush cardboard, a job he took
very seriously and excelled at. He lived
in his own apartment close to work
with some family support. Eventually
6
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he entered a Catholic Social Services
[CSS] program, which provided
him with a case worker and support
with daily needs such as shopping,
budgeting, cooking & cleaning.

		
Evan had diverse
interests. He loved construction
and travelled all over Edmonton
“supervising” construction sites. He
enjoyed observing the equipment and
was very knowledgeable about the

Evan Dew, my brother,
was a remarkable man.
		
In 2004, Evan required
major surgery and went to a CSS group
home for respite care during recovery.
Invited to remain permanently, he
accepted and lived the rest of his life
in CSS group homes. After his surgery
he considered himself retired.		

different machines. He independently
navigated the transit system with ease,
travelling to all corners of the city.
Music was a major love. He played
the organ beautifully by ear and owned
a quality organ that accompanied
him wherever he lived. He loved

good music enjoying live theatre
productions. If he couldn’t find anyone
available to accompany him he went
alone. Above all he loved Military
Tattoos and bagpipe music. He could
frequently be seen with tears running
down his face as he listened to music.
Music touched his soul. He attended
the Military Tattoo in Nova Scotia, a
highlight of his life.
		
Family was Evan’s
cornerstone. He loved to get together
for family occasions. He could choose
the most amazing cards for loved ones’
special events, cards that seemed especially composed for the recipient.
		
Evan had all the best
qualities of a person with William’s
syndrome. His friendliness, out going
personality, and excellent vocabulary
meant he always had people to talk
with. People were attracted to him.
Seldom did one go out with Evan and
not bump into an acquaintance of his.
		Fiercely independent
he would listen to advice, say yes, yes,
and proceed to live life his way. Life
was not always easy. People were not
always kind but he learned to stand up
for himself and wouldn’t let people
push him around.
		
Evan suffered a severe
bout of pneumonia that left him on
oxygen, but soon he and his tank
were again travelling the bus routes of
Edmonton. Diagnosed with esophageal
cancer September 2016 he left us
March 27, 2017.

It’s that time to
START PLANNING
your province’s

Volunteer opportunity Open

CAWS contact for Alberta families
If you are interested, contact Coralee.

Alice Swan

Follow us on Facebook

Williams Syndrome Support
Group - Canada

Visit our website

http://caws.
sasktelwebhosting.com
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REVIEW: Behavioral Challenges in Children
with Autism and Other Special Needs
2. Effectively respond to a challenging
behavior in the moment with three key
steps: attune, help, and recover
3. Create a long-term plan to support
developmental and behavioral progress.

This book offers a comprehensive view
of behavioral challenges for a child
with autism or other special needs from
a developmental perspective based on
the DIRFloortime® framework. Parents and professionals are guided to
understand and improve a child’s behavior while also supporting underlying developmental capacities for shared
attention, warm engagement, trust,
initiative, creative shared problem solving, symbolic and logical thinking, and
the development of personal values.
The approach is presented in
three parts. Step-by-step, clinicians,
caretakers, and educators will learn
how to use the developmental approach
to:
1. Understand the many variables involved in the behavior of a child with
special needs,

When a child with a disability
has a behavioral challenge, a clinician
is confronted with the complexities of
the child’s developmental strengths and
vulnerabilities, individual differences,
and his or her unique pattern of interactions in personal relationships. Keeping
all the variables in mind, the developmental approach provides a plan that
supports a child’s growth and deepens
his or her capacity for perspective and
care for others.
The framework is based on
universal developmental principles,
which are effective regardless of the
child’s particular age or disability. By
recognizing a child’s developmental
level of functioning, an adult can select
strategies to effectively guide the child
toward higher levels of relating, thinking and communicating. Through the
process of compassionate attunement,
and building on a child’s strengths,
adults can optimistically chart a clear
path to long-term success.
A refreshing alternative to
rewards-and consequences-based
models of behavior management, the
methods and practices in this book will

Looking to help CAWS

?

Consider volunteering for
the Music Camp
Scholarhsip committee

!
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empower any adult who interacts with a
child with special needs, whether their
work is directly focused on improving
behavior, or because they must provide
support so that the child can participate
in other endeavors.

My Life contunued.

teacher and several audience members.
I also was asked to sing “Thank you for
being a friend” to my old Vice-Principal
in Grade 9 to say good bye at the end
of the year school assembly. I felt very
honored to be asked to do this, and it
touched my heart to see my teacher
with tears in her eyes.
		I love to travel and often go visit my grand parents in Victoria,
BC. I spend many weeks there every
summer and love exploring the island
and eating ice cream at my favorite
places. I love all the flowers, hearing the
ocean and watching the birds fly. My
favorite place on the island is Butchart
Gardens and walking around Beacon
Hill Park or Ogden Point.
		In November this year,
I went to a conference by Inclusion
Alberta to learn about making a change
in society to make it more inclusive. The
conference taught me that everyone
has the ability and responsibility to
make a difference and I met many
wonderful people eager to help make
changes.
Having Williams syndrome
can be a curse sometimes because
I get tired faster than others or I do
the wrong thing sometimes without
knowing why – but it can also be a gift
because I can remind myself that I just
need to keep trying and be positive.
Things have been pretty awesome so
far!
Lily Semonis

Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS.

Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful in helping the Association do our work.

Have you considered becoming a Dream Maker

					DID

?

YOU KNOW QSP is more than just magazines
When you order through the QSP magazine program, over one-third of the subscription price “stays at home” to
support CAWS. Go to: www.qsp.ca, enter our Group ID 3737673, click SHOP NOW, click ‘Skip This Step’ and
see what QSP has to offer to place your order.

Forgot something?

Give Melanie a call to purchase CAWS merchandise.

CAWS is registered with CanadaHelps.org. CanadaHelps.org is a one-stop shop for
Canadians to donate and fundraise online for any registered Canadian charity.
You can donate by visiting: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/
charities/879205516RR0001-the-canadian-association-for-williams-syndrome/

FLIP GIVE
Visit https://www.flipgive.com/tour to see how it works.
Your purchases donate to CAWS!
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Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS.

Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful in helping the Association do our work.
Robert Scruton, Milden Combined Appeal Donor's Choice Campaign, Govermentt of Manitoba Payroll donation,
Sharon McColl,Nancy DeCorte via United Way of Toronto through her employer payroll deduction, Robert and
Mary Letarte, Erin Salisbury & the Swag Sisters Fundraiser funds for CAWS, Teammates for Life Hockey Team
via Coralee Crowe, Ronald Benjamin, Ontario Power Generation Employee Charity Trust, Sick Kids Foundation,
Toronto, Ontario, fundraiser by Jodie Connors

In memory of Donald Stewart, of Teewater, Ontario, who passed on November 15, 2017 at age of 84: Carol Reinick
In memory of Sheila Gunderson, of Winnipeg, Manitoba: John and Lois Peterer, William Cheater, Joan Anderson,
Sandy Tobler
In memory of Paolo Giuseppe (Joseph) Molica: Christine Katz, Robert & Elaine Leni, Dominic & Shelley Molica,
Carmelo and Filippa Calabrese, Joseph Ruggeri, Tony Cannella, Maria Bryant
Tribute to Tom May: Valda May
On behalf of Faye Mohr and Marc Dureault: Anne-Marie Dureault

Dream Maker Contributors
Fraser & Orvella Small, Platinum sponsor
Claudia & Markus Rebmann, Platinum sponsor
JeanMcBride, Platinum sponsor in celebration of her three year old granddaughter, Megan Svatek
Alice Swan, Platinum sponsor. On behlaf of Alice and her siblings in memory of her brother, Evan Dew,
who passed in March, 2017 at the age of 62. Evan lived in Alberta and had WS.
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Dream Makers
Andre Cournoyer, Lorette, MB Bronze sponsor
Helen Deckert Kitchener, ON Bronze sponsor
Blaise and Michelle Dobbin, Sackville, NB Bronze sponsor
Nunzio Venuto Toronto, ON Bronze sponsor
Sharon McColl Edmonton, AB Silver sponsor
Don & Jean MacDonald Grand Forks, BC Silver sponsor
Marianne & David Newton Lower Coverdale, NB Silver sponsor
Wandrienna Everdiena Shibley Calgary, AB Silver sponsor
Stephan & Elaine Wisemen Dundas, ON Silver sponsor
Winnipeg Group Sales Office, Great-West Life Winnipeg, MB Gold sponsor
Kelly, Donovan, Lexi Fraser Prince Albert, SK Platinum sponsor
Carol & David Lajoie Grand Forks, BC Platinum sponsor
Joshua Svatek and Ajana MacBride, Ottawa, ON Platinum sponsor
Jean McBride,Cumberland Centre, Maine Platinum sponsor
Claudia & Markus Rebmann Woodbridge, ON Platinum sponsor
Jim & Diane Reid Calgary, AB Platinum sponsor
Fraser & Orvella Small, High River, AB Platinum sponsor
Alice Swan, Edmonton, AB, Platinum sponsor
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Have you considered becoming
a
Dream Maker
We would like to help make dreams come true by committing to CAWS.

Dream Maker

level of _________________________________________________

					
					
For a total of $ ___________________________________________

___ in celebration of or ___in memory of _________________________________
(please submit your story separately with photos if possible and elaboration of the occasion)

Date:			

Name:							

Phone #:

Address:
Email:
Do you feel like making dreams come true? You can help dreams come through by giving to CAWS Dream
Makers. Your donations to Dream Makers goes to research, scholarships and our national Family conference.
Thank you!
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Family Dream Maker

Level			Dollar Amount		Family Reward
Platinum		
$2000 		
 $1000 a year for 2 years
						 Recognition on CAWS website
							
						 Your story in newsletter
						
(CAWS will help you to write your story)
							
						 Hotel room for 2021 Family Conference
							3 nights (Conference room rate)
Gold 		$1500			 $500 a year for 3 years
						 Recognition on CAWS website
							
						 Hotel room for 2021 Family Conference
							1 night (Conference room rate)
							
							
Silver			$1000			 $200 a year for 5 years
							
						 Your story in newsletter (we will help)
							
						 Recognition on CAWS website
							
						
Bronze		$500			 $100 a year for 5 years
						 Your story in newsletter (we will help)
						 Recognition on CAWS website
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F Y I

What you need to know

Music Scholarship
Committee needs Volunteers
As you have read, CAWS
has made some changes to the Music
Scholarship program. One of these
changes is that the applications will be
reviewed and chosen by a committee.
The Music Scholarship Committee
will consist of the Music Scholarship
Coordinator plus two other volunteers.
Volunteer members of this committee
will be required to review each application and decide along with the other
committee members which applicants
should receive the scholarship. Following the April 30th deadline, the group
will communicate together and make
their decision.
CAWS would love to have you
as a volunteer on this committee. If you
think that you would enjoy listening to
some fantastic musical performances
and being a part of the new music
scholarship committee, please contact
Rick Chmilar at (705) 693-5003 or
chmilarrick@yahoo.ca.

Follow us on Facebook

Williams Syndrome Support
Group - Canada
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Saskatchewan
Do you have nutrition
questions? WS related or otherwise.
There is a pilot project in SK until the
end of March 2018 where a Registered
Dietitian will answer your nutrition
questions for free!

Call 1-833-782-7800. Monday to
Friday from 10 am to 4 pm. Visit
info@eatwellsask.ca

M i s s e d t h e C A W S 6 th
Fa m i ly C o n f e r e n c e ?
All sessions held at the
Conference are available electronically.
For a copy please contact your
provincial director or any member of
the executive. A special thanks to AV
Strategies for making this available to
all families.

Held biennially in July, the
United State’s national convention and
professional conference bring together
the foremost experts on Williams
syndrome and related characteristics
to discuss the latest research findings,
medical treatments and educational
strategies.
More than fifty educational
sessions provide families with the
latest resources and information, while
children are entertained and cared for in
specialized age-appropriate programs.
The convention will take
place from July 14 to 18, 2018. Visit
williams syndrome.org/conference for
all the details.

it’s happening

			here

February, 2018		
SK Families: Just a reminder to complete Nathalie’s
				survey!
June, 2018 			
				
				
				
				
				

BC will be joining with other provinces to host the 		
Happiest Walk in June. Walk details will be posted on 		
the CAWS BC Facebook page https://www.facebook.		
com/cawsbc , the spring CAWS newsletter and the 		
Happiest Walk website. If you would like to volunteer at
the walk, please contact Cindy at cawsbc@yahoo.com .

April 30, 2018
DEADLINE: Music Camp Scholarship Program. If you have
				
any questions you can contact Rick Chmilar at (705) 693-5003
				or chmilarrick@yahoo.ca.

Visit our website

http://caws.
sasktelwebhosting.com

Follow us on Facebook

Williams Syndrome Support Group - Canada

Newsletter CONTRIBUTIONS

Next deadline April 15, 2018. Please send your contributions for future
newsletter to : Gloria Mahussier, 19 Pereverzoff Place, Prince Albert,
SK. S6X 1A8 E-mail: mahussier.m@sasktel.net
CAWS newsletter is published quarterly. Due to limited space, we may not be
able to print every item received. We report items of interest relating to WS and
will provide a forum for other items of interest. CAWS does not promote or
recommend any therapy, treatment, professional system, etc. The Editor reserves
the right to edit all material.
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Moving?

Please send your address changes
and corrections to Mike at:
mmahussier@sasktel.net

Thank you for your generosity in support of CAWS.
Your personal commitment is incredibly helpful
in helping the Association do our work.

YOUR DONATIONS TO CAWS
WILL GO TO RESEARCH,
SCHOLARSHIPS and
OUR FAMILY CONFERENCE.

have you considered becoming a Dream Maker
from the editor: Thank you to Rhonda Levesque, PA Fast Print for securing another year’s donation of paper
from Unicsource Inc., Saskatoon for the CAWS newsletter. The deadline for next issue is April 15, 2018.
Gloria Mahussier

DONATION FORM
Attached is my cheque payable to CAWS in the amount of:

			

 $100

			

 As a memorial to _____________________

			

 A tribute to __________________________

			
		

 On the occasion of ____________________

 $65

 $35

(Birthdays, Anniversary, Graduation, etc.)

All donations may be forwarded to:
CAWS National Office,
P.O. Box 2115, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 3T5
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